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Though her ancestors hail from Kathiawar in gujarat, she was 
born in Staffordshire, uK and considers herself a Stafford girl. 
She hails from a medical family with her father being a dentist, 
her mother a dental practice manager and her sister a doctor 

but she chose to enter the world of western classical music. Meeta Raval is 
a woman who has carved her own course. She has today created a unique 
niche for herself in the operatic world.

You are considered the leading British lyric spinto soprano of your 
generation. How did you choose music as your career?
When I was six my father played me a recording of Maria Callas singing 
Casta Diva. her voice was so spectacular that it pierced through my heart. 
It was such a moving and exhilarating feeling. I knew then that I wanted to 
be an opera singer just like her. 

Where did you receive your musical training?
Training for me really began at the age of 11 when I joined the specialist 
music school—Wells Cathedral School as a boarder and became one of 
Wells Cathedral’s first ever Cathedral girl Choristers in its 900-year history. 
Now almost 21 years later I am Patron of the Wells Cathedral Chorister 
Trust.

After school I trained at three of Europe’s most prestigious 
music conservatoires: guildhall School of Music and Drama, 
Royal Academy of Music and the National opera Studio. 

Share with our readers a little of your family background. Where did you 
grow up? When did your parents migrate to the UK? 
I was born and brought up in Staffordshire, England. My parents were both 
born in East Africa—my father in Tanzania and my mother in Kenya. After 
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moving from East Africa my parents spent a 
brief period in India. Then both sets of my 
grandparents moved their family to the uK 
during the 1960s. 

What was your first public performance?
I sang the role of Molly in the musical Annie 
at the age of six for the Bilston operatic 
Society.

In 2011 you represented England in the BBC 
Cardiff Singer of the World Competition 
and was ranked in the top five in the world. 
Tell us about the competition. 
The BBC Cardiff Singer of The World is 
the olympics of all opera competitions. It 
is televised and broadcasted by the BBC to 
millions of viewers globally. only 15 singers 
are selected to represent their respective 
country and compete with hundreds of young 
opera singers that have been auditioned all 
over the world. The jury consists of the most 
distinguished singers, musicians, and opera 
directors of our time. The singers chosen to 
compete are of world-class caliber and have 
undergone years of high level training in voice 
technique, acting, languages and theater. It 
was an incredible platform for me to sing to 
the world.

You have sung for royalty including at the 
First Communion of Prince Gabriel of 
Luxembourg. What was that experience 
like?
I have sung for royalty on quite a few occasions 
and it is a huge honour and pleasure for me 
to be asked to sing. The feeling is similar to 
performing to an audience but knowing that 
someone very special indeed is present and 
listening. 

Which would you rank amongst your most 
memorable performances at the world’s 
prestigious opera houses and concert halls?
The Pallazo Vecchio in Florence, Italy. 
The whole experience that evening was 
spectacular  from the thousand plus audience, 
the incredible palace, and singing in Italian in 
Italy, in the city where the tradition of opera 
first started.
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You have performed with the Orchestra Sinfonica di Milano Giuseppe 
Verdi (Symphony Orchestra of Milan Giuseppe Verdi) conducted by 
Maestro Oleg Caetani. What did you perform and what response did you 
receive from the notoriously critical Italians?
I performed Beethoven’s 9th Symphony. The response I received was 
incredible. They loved my performance and really took me into their 
hearts. I had four performances and each night the applause went on for 
10 minutes with the audience demanding a repeat of the last section of 
the fourth movement. Although the Italians are very critical I have always 
found them to be warm and very appreciative of me.

You are scheduled to have your debut performance at The Royal Opera 
House in the opera The Rise and Fall of Mahogany. Why has it taken you 
so long to perform here and how did this come into being?
Performing at the Royal opera house (Roh) as a lyric spinto soprano at 
the age of 31 is quite a considerable achievement. I am incredibly young for 
the type of voice I have. Most lyric spintos come into their prime in their 
’40s. I often find myself auditioning for major roles with ladies in their  
early ’40s and ’50s. I think that the Roh know of me and what I can do so 
they asked me if I would like to sing in the opera without even auditioning 
me.

Who are some of the great operatic names you have sung with? 
Bryn Terfel, Sir Thomas Allen, and Sir John Tomlinson are a few big names. 
however I shall always remember singing Contessa with the late Sir Colin 
Davis. he was in his ’80s and I remember thinking what an honour it was to 
be conducted by one of the world’s greatest and best known conductors.

Tell us about the opera company you run with Oliver Gerrish. When was 
the company established and what are some of its major performances?
We started New georgian opera last year. It came into being because both 
of us wanted to bring attention to  great British buildings by giving concerts 
in them. oliver is a great friend of mine and through him my passion for 
architecture has been fuelled together with my true passion—music. our 
most prestigious concert was at the National history Museum where we 
were invited to open a ball organised by hRh Prince Michael of Kent by 
singing the great English anthem Jerusalem.

Give us a peek into your elaborate wedding celebrations. 
I had always wanted to be married at home with a very small wedding and 
so the first service was small and intimate with around 80 guests and took 
place at my parents’ village church where I grew up. With gerhard being 
Christian and myself growing up in an Anglican Cathedral setting a church 
wedding was perfect. however being the eldest in the family I also had a 
spectacular hindu wedding which took place at the Devonshire Dome in 
Buxton—it is the biggest dome in Europe. I also gave my guests a concert 
together with my friends just before the wedding reception.

Did you journey to India to shop for your wedding?
I spent three weeks in gujarat shopping for my wedding. There was so 
much to buy other than my own wedding dresses from gifts for the guests, 
wedding favours, gerhard’s wedding attire to beautifully carved furniture 
which my mother had been wanting for years.

Where and when did you meet your husband? 
The joys of technology brought me together with my South African 
husband gerhard. We met for the first time last June at Draycott Water 
Country Park. After a long walk, we went for a romantic meal to a lovely 
local Indian restaurant where I hid Shira, my puppy Chihuahua, in my 
hand bag under the table. She happened to find her way out of my bag 
and began to explore the restaurant unbeknown to us. Luckily the owners 
found the whole debacle quite humorous. As a child gerhard was a keen 
pianist but gave it up due to his love of sports. Now he has a senior position 
in a formidable company in England in the IT sector.

What are your other passions?
I love the arts: exploring great buildings, experiencing works of arts and 
enjoying live performances. Together gerhard and I love nothing more 
than spending time with out little bundle of joy—Shira. 

What are your future professional plans?
I look forward to a celebratory concert with the Welsh National  
opera marking 10 years of the Welsh Millennium Centre and concerts 
with the New georgian opera the first of which will take place at Sledmere 
house. G2
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